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With 14 Members in Favour, Russian Federation
Abstaining, Security Council Adopts Resolution 2831
(2026) Renewing Sanction Regime Concerning Haiti for
One Year

The Security Council today renewed the sanctions regime concerning Haiti,
including its travel-ban, asset-freeze and arms-embargo measures.

By a recorded vote of 14 in favour to none against, with one abstention
(Russian Federation), the Council adopted resolution 2831 (2026) (to be
issued as document S/IRES/2831(2026)).

By its terms, the Council expressed concern at reports of misappropriation,
embezzlement and diversion of public resources, which pose a risk to
peace, security and stability of Haiti. It also underscored that individuals
engaging in, directly or indirectly, or supporting criminal activities and
violence involving armed groups and criminal networks that promote
violence, or engaging in activities that destabilize Haiti through the illicit
exploitation or trade of natural resources, may be listed for travel and
financial measures.

By further terms, the text reaffirmed that Member States shall take
appropriate steps to prevent the illicit trafficking and diversion of arms and
related materiel in Haiti, including through the strengthening of their border
control mechanisms. It also called upon the Haitian authorities to
strengthen the weapons and ammunition management capacity of the
police and armed forces.

Armed gangs have been perpetrating widespread violence in the

Caribbean State for several years. The sanctions regime concerning Haiti
was established in October 2022 via Council resolution 2653 (2022), with
the arms embargo expanded by Council resolution 2700 (2023). In 2025,

the Council strengthened the sanctions regime and the Panel of Experts
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assisting the 2653 Haiti Sanctions Committee, and added two individuals to

the sanctions list. While these texts were adopted unanimously, today’s
adoption was not.

Haiti Highlights Efforts to Combat Criminal Networks

Several speakers welcomed the adoption as a demonstration of the
Council's determination to continue to combat the criminal networks that
threaten security in Haiti and the region.

Among them was Haiti’s representative, who drew attention to recent
reports of the Secretary-General and that of the Panel of Experts. They

show that the capacity of armed groups to cause harm is based not only on
their criminal activities, but also on the existence of financing, supply and
support networks, sometimes facilitated by national and international actors
with economic resources or political influence, he said. Therefore, it is
essential that the sanctions regime address all mechanisms that fuel
violence, he stressed.

The phenomenon of supplying gangs with arms and ammunition goes far
beyond national borders, he pointed out, adding that prevention requires
enhanced cooperation between States of origin, transit and destination,
including in the control of cargo, weapons tracing and the sharing of
intelligence.

He also outlined his Government’s efforts to strengthen the Haitian National
Police, consolidate the Armed Forces and establish specialized judicial
structures to fight criminal financing, stressing these national initiatives
require predictable international support.

Situation in Haiti ‘One of Most Pressing Crises’ in
Region

The representative of Panama, who co-led negotiations on the text,
described the situation in Haiti as “one of the most pressing crises
besetting our region” and underscored: “We must step up efforts to close
the loopholes which facilitate sanctions evasion.”

“It is pivotal to also tackle the networks that allow the gangs to perpetuate
and expand their criminal activities”, he said, highlighting the well-
documented “symbiotic relationship” between some sectors of political and
economic elites and the gangs that hold Haiti hostage. Therefore, it is
necessary “to forge ahead with including new individuals on the list of
sanctions”, particularly those who use their positions of power and
influence to help finance violence and turn a profit.

The speaker for the United States, who also co-led negotiations, urged the
international community to support Haiti’'s National Commission for
Disarmament, Dismantlement and Reintegration. Her country will continue
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to consider designations through the Security Council and its subsidiary
bodies to ensure UN sanctions listings are fit for purpose, she said. “The
arms embargo does not apply to the sale, supply or transfer of arms and
related materiel or the provision of related assistance and training to the
Government of Haiti,” she added.

Risk of Introducing “New Sanctions Criteria”

The representative of the Russian Federation, who abstained, said that
while the text contains “seemingly noble elements”, it also carries the risk
of introducing “essentially a new sanctions criteria” relating to the
misappropriation, embezzlement and diversion of public resources. Such
expansive wording is not directly linked to the main criteria for listing laid
down by Council resolution 2653 (2022), he added.

While his country’s position in the voting is not motivated by a desire to
shield corrupt officials, he said, given the fragile situation in Haiti, any
external interference can only aggravate the difficult state of affairs.

Noting the low level of compliance with sanctions both in Haiti and in the
countries of origin of smuggled weapons, he added: “If these States took
effective measures to staunch the flow of weapons”, that would help
address the gangs’ stranglehold over Haiti.

China’s speaker also urged Member States — “especially the country that
is the main source of illicit weapons and ammunition of Haiti” — to
decisively combat arms trafficking at the source.

Calls to Expand Sanctions List

Welcoming the adoption of the text, France’s speaker said that
misappropriation, embezzlement and the diversion of public funds are a
source of major concern regarding Haiti. Noting that elections had to be
postponed in that country due to instability, he stressed the need to
accelerate the deployment of the Gang Suppression Force. He also voiced
support for adding supporters of gangs to the sanctions list.

Colombia’s delegate also urged the Council to review the extent of the
sanctions. “If we know that 70 per cent of Port-au-Prince is in the hands of
gangs,” he added, then it is clear that it is not just the nine designated

individuals and two entities who are responsible for the crisis.

The representatives of the United Kingdom and Latvia welcomed the
adoption, with the latter noting that the provisions strengthening the
accountability framework on misappropriation and diversion of public
resources “represent an important step towards ensuring that sanctions
can respond more effectively”. Pakistan’s delegate regretted that
disagreement over the appointment of Chairs and Vice-Chairs has
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paralyzed the 2653 Committee like “all other subsidiary bodies of the
Council”.

Liberia’s delegate said: “The weapons fueling violence in Haiti are not
manufactured in Haiti.” Preventing their trafficking is a shared
responsibility, particularly for States of origin and transit. He also
highlighted the targeted measures. “They are directed at perpetrators and
their enablers, not at Haiti or its people”, he pointed out.

o For information media. Not an official record.
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